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MEDIA RELEASE

17 November 2010

With millions of computers, televisions and mobile phones heading for landfill every year, a meeting of the Community Recycling Network Australia (CRNA) in Melbourne this week, is calling on the federal government not to overlook  local community recyclers in new legislation currently being developed.

According to Secretary of the CRNA and operator of the successful Eaglehawk Recycle Shop in Bendigo, Peter Cox, e-waste is rapidly accumulating and community recyclers can play a vital role in helping to sort it and where possible recycle it in the network of successful tip shops around Australia. 

“Across Australia, communities are building viable enterprises based on the notion that ‘one person’s trash is another’s treasure’ – we’re creating jobs and reducing waste and we have the experience to help manage e-waste,” said Cox.

“We just want to make sure that the government’s new legislation which will require organisations to be accredited to handle e-waste, won’t lock out community groups and social enterprises which are already making a difference.”

E-waste will be one of the topics for discussion at this Friday’s first Community Recycling Network Australia National Forum, which is bringing together representatives from not for profit organisations, which operate more than 50 of the tip shops and transfer stations across the country.

As social enterprises, these businesses aim to generate revenue to support social or environmental outcomes, or both in the case of community recyclers.
  
 Jointly funded by social enterprise development organisation, Social Traders and Sustainability Victoria, the Forum will also highlight the potential to create thousands of jobs through community recycling enterprises.

“Community recycling is a tested social enterprise model that has achieved success, and we know of many communities and organisations that are in the planning stages of establishing new enterprises” explains Mark Daniels from Social Traders.

“This forum is a way of sharing expertise and over time realising the potential for growth and the creation of more jobs in community recycling enterprises.

“There are already community recycling enterprises operating in every state and they are reducing the amount of waste going to landfill while also creating jobs for people who find it difficult to enter the workforce,” said Mark.

“We want to raise awareness about the many success stories around Australia of communities coming up with their own waste solutions,” Peter Cox said. 

The National Forum will hear from four expert speakers.
· Sue Coutts, Convenor of NZ Community Recycling Network and Manager of Wanaka Wastebusters.
· David Rako, Director of DJR Environmental Pty Ltd who has worked in the Environmental and Sustainability field for 20 years.
· Peter Allan, Principal Consultant for Sustainable Resource Use for Hyder Consulting Pty Ltd.
· John Gertsakis, Executive Officer of Product Stewardship Australia Ltd.

Peter Cox, Mark Daniels and Sue Coutts from NZ Community Recycling Network are available for interview.

For more information please contact Fiona Nixon on 0439 578 489
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